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CONFIDENTIAL BAMAKO 3196 

DAKAR ALSO FOR USDAO 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR PINS MR ML 

SUBJECT: DEFENSE MINISTER'S POSITION ON POLISARIO 

1 . IN THE COURSE OF A CALL ON DEFENSE MINISTER KISSIMA DOUKARA 
AUGUST 3, DEFENSE ATTACHE LIEUTENANT COLONEL RICHARD HUGHES ASKED 
WHETHER ANY FORMAL OR INFORMAL ARRANGEMENT EXISTED BETWEEN MALI AND 
MAURITANIA CONCERNING THE POLISARIO. 

2. DOUKARA REPLIED WITH AN EMPHATIC "NO.". HE THEN WENT ON TO SAY, 

IN CONVOLUTED TERMS, THAT THERE WAS NOTHING BEYOND MALI'S FIRM 
ADHERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF RESPECT FOR THE TERRI- 
TORIAL INTEGRITY OF AFRICAN STATES. MALI WOULD NOT ALLOW ITS LAND 
TO BE USED TO DEROGATE FROM THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF A NEIGH- 
BORING COUNTRY. BUT BASICALLY, HE SAID, MALI DID NOT WISH TO GET 
INVOLVED IN THE CONFLICTS OF OTHERS. IT HAD ENOUGH PROBLEMS OF 
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SECURITY WITHIN ITS OWN BORDERS AND COULD NOT TAKE ON ANY OTHERS 
ELSEWHERE. MALI, WAS, HE SAID, MORE OR LESS "A SPECTATOR" IN THE 
SAHARA AFFAIR. 

3. TO THE AMBASSADOR'S QUESTION AS TO WHETHER MALI WOULD REMAIN "A 
SPECTATOR" IF THE POLISARIO WERE OPERATING WITHIN MALT AN FRONTIERS, 

THE DEFENSE MINISTER RESPONDED WITH ANOTHER EMPHATIC "OH. NO, THAT 
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WOULD BE A DIFFERENT MATTER." BUT ONE FIRST HAD THE PROBLEM OF 
SPOTTING THEM, HE SAID; THE COUNTRY WAS VAST AND MALI DID NOT HAVE 
THE MEANS TO PATROL ALL OF IT. NEVERTHELESS, MALI WOULD NOT 
TOLERATE, WOULD NOT PERMIT, AND WOULD PROSECUTE ANY INFRINGEMENT 
OF ITS TERRITORY. DOUKARA INITIALLY SAID HE HAD SO WARNED IN A 
LETTER TO THE POLISARIO, BUT HE LATER AMENDED THAT STATEMENT TO SAY 
HE HAD SO INSTRUCTED ALL HIS UNIT COMMANDERS AND HE WAS SURE THE 
POLISARIO WERE COMPLETELY AWARE OF HIS ORDERS TO HIS FORCES. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS HARD TO PIN DEFENSE MINISTER KOUKARA DOWN. 

BYRNE 
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